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BACKGROUND 

The Chatham-Kent Battery Energy Storage System (“BESS”) Project (the “Project”) is being 

developed in the municipality of Chatham-Kent, Ontario, by Kruger Energy and Innergex 

Renewable Energy, two leading independent renewable energy producers (the 

“Proponent”). It will provide electricity to the grid when dispatched by the IESO to help 

ensure a reliable supply of electricity in the region. It will have the capacity to provide up 

to 145 megawatts (MW) over 4 hours (580 MWh) and is expected to be operational in the 

spring of 2026. 

The Chatham-Kent BESS Project will be submitted into the Independent Electricity System 

Operator’s (“IESO”) Expedited Long-Term Request for Proposals (“E-LT1 RFP” or “RFP”) 

to address the increasing demand for electricity in southwestern Ontario. 

 

COMMUNITY PUBLIC MEETING  

The Proponent held a community public meeting for the Project on 27 January 2023, at 

Ryder Hall in Tilbury Arena, in Tilbury, Ontario, from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM.  

Eleven representatives were present at the meeting, including experts in: 

- Project development; 

- Engineering design;  

- Health and safety; 

- Project construction and operations; 

- Environment and noise propagation; and 

- Communication and sustainability.  

In addition, two independent experts on BESS safety and environment and permitting were 

present. 

During the event, the Proponent representatives engaged with the public to present 

information, discuss the Project, and address any questions and concerns.  

In conformity with the RFP requirements, the community public meeting described and 

displayed: 

- The identity and contact information of the Proponent;  

- The name, nameplate capacity and storage technology of the long-term reliability 

project;   

- A scaled map showing the project site boundaries, the location of the connection 

point and the connection line. 

The panels presented and photos of the event are included in Annexes A and B respectively. 

 

 



 

MEETING ADVERTISEMENT  

Leading up to the event, the community public meeting was advertised in the following 

ways: 

• The notice was mailed to all adjacent landowners, and to every residence and 

farm/business within at least 1 km of the Project area.  

• The notice was published in three local newspapers the week prior to the event. 

(Annex E) 

• The notice was sent by email to representatives of the Municipality of Chatham-

Kent, i.e., the Mayor’s office and the Council Clerk. The Proponent reached out by 

phone as a follow-up to the email.  

• The notice was sent to Indigenous communities who exercise their constitutionally 

protected Indigenous or Treaty Rights on the land where the Project site is located. 

The notice is shown in Annex C. 

 

INFORMATION PRESENTED 

Panels presented key information on the Proponent, BESS technology, BESS Safety, the 

Project location, and the Project context. The Proponent and subject matter experts were 

present to explain the materials, receive feedback and answer questions.  

The panels included: 

Theme Information 

Welcome Project name 

About Kruger Company overview, sectors of activity, assets 

About Innergex Company overview, assets, history 

BESS Technology What is a BESS? How does it work? 

BESS Safety BESS Chemistry, safety standards and regulations, safety design, 
safety systems   

Project Location Map 

Project Context Electricity need, IESO procurement, regulatory compliance 

 

A Project brochure was also offered to each visitor. The brochure provided general Project 

information as well as answers to common questions related to BESS.  

The information panels and brochure are available for viewing and download on the Project 

website, and are also attached to this document in Annexes A and D.  

 

 

 



 

 

PUBLIC ATTENDANCE 

The public meeting was attended by approximately 30 visitors, including one municipal 

councillor. Most visitors reside in the Project’s vicinity or nearby communities, such as 

Tilbury and Merlin. A few visitors came from neighbouring communities. 

 

FEEDBACK RECEIVED 

Proponent representatives engaged all the visitors at the public community meeting and 

requested that everyone complete a feedback form. Six people chose to submit a feedback 

form before leaving the meeting. All six respondents found the event “Very useful” and 
considered that their questions about the Project had been answered. Five respondents felt 

“Positive” about the Project, while one felt “Cautiously positive”. 

Respondents were also encouraged to provide more general feedback through the 

feedback forms or by other means, and eight individual questions and comments were 

provided in addition to those received verbally during the evening. The questions and 

comments are provided in the table below along with the Proponent’s responses. In cases 
where people requested personal answers, the Proponent is committed to conducting 

follow-ups on a one-on-one basis. 



 

QUESTION AND ANSWER 

 

Theme Question / Comment Proponent Response 

Proponent 
Why are Kruger and 
Innergex partnering in 
the Project? 

Kruger and Innergex join forces to benefit from each other's experience. 
Kruger has a local presence and good knowledge of the territory while Innergex 
has more experience in deploying large-scale battery storage projects. 

Location 
Why was this site 
chosen for the Project? 

The parcel already contains a switching station allowing easy interconnection to 
the grid using a short transmission line. By using existing infrastructure, the 
footprint of the Project is being reduced. 
Also, the area is sparsely populated, the parcels are large and have few 
environmental and human constraints. 

Communication 
Were the neighbours 
contacted? 

All landowners and business owners within at least 1 km of the Project were 
invited to the public meeting.  
The invitation notice included a link to the Project website where additional 
information can be obtained.  

BESS 
operations 

How are the batteries 
heated and cooled? 

The batteries’ operating temperature is maintained through individual HVAC 
(Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning) units in each container, that will 
maintain the interior temperature within a specific range.  
The batteries are air-cooled. 

Zoning 

Will the project area 
change zoning? 

It will be up to the municipality to determine whether the zoning by-law allows the 
installation of the Project on this parcel, or whether a zoning amendment is 
required.  
We will work with the municipality to ensure that the Project respects all municipal 
regulations andzoning will be discussed. 

Will a change in zoning 
affect my ability to 
reside near the project? 

The zoning and land use of other parcels around the Project won’t be affected. A 
change in zoning for the Project would affect only the Project area.  



 

Setbacks 
How close can the 
Project be to buildings 
and other things? 

The Project must comply with federal, provincial and local regulatory constraints.  
The most stringent setback likely to apply to the Project is related to noise 
compliance. The distance to nearby residences will vary to meet the provincial 
noise limit of 40 dBA. 

Noise 

How far can you hear 
the batteries? 

The distance where sound from a BESS project can be heard varies with the type 
of equipment used, the size of the project, and the installation of sound 
walls/barriers to dampen the sound, as well as other elements present in the 
environment, such as vegetation and buildings. In the end, noise emitted by the 
Project will comply with Ontario’s strict noise regulations. 

What part of the battery 
system makes noise? 

Noise sources associated with BESS projects typically are the HVAC equipment 
located on the sides of the battery enclosures, the power conversion system units 
and the main power transformers.  

Safety 

How safe are battery 
systems? Is there a risk 
of fire? 

BESS are already safely installed and operating in many urban environments. 
These systems are made of the same type of batteries you find in mobile 
telephones, electric vehicles, and portable computers. A local team of operations 
personnel will be present to monitor and maintain the BESS to the highest 
industry standards.  
Safety measures will include: 
• Preparation of a Site Security and Safety Response Plans in coordination with 

first responders and the municipality. 
• Training of first responders prior to construction and as required thereafter. 
• Storage containers contain integrated fire suppression systems, in compliance 

with Ontario Fire Code. 
• 24/7 monitoring of the entire system down to the battery module level. 
In the unlikely event that the safety measures are unable to prevent a fire, the 
compartmentalized design of the BESS will prevent the spread to adjacent units. 
As an additional preventive measure, the areas around the battery units will be 
clear of vegetation. 

Can the batteries leak?  No, in operation or standby the batteries do not leak. 



 

Is there a risk of stray 
current? 

The whole installation will have a ground mesh to avoid any risks. The batteries 
themselves, before going through the power transformers, operate at low voltage. 

Land use 

Will the Project have 
any effects on the 
agricultural land? 

The Project will not permanently change the agricultural use of the land. At the 
end of its life, the Project will be removed and the area will be rehabilitated and 
returned to its agricultural use. 

Will the Project affect 
natural gas lines or 
agricultural tiles? 

The environmental constraints analysis is ongoing. Natural gas lines will be 
identified in coordination with the service provider and appropriate avoindance 
measure will be implemented. Agricultural tiles affected by the Project will be 
corrected in coordination with the landowner to ensure proper drainage.  

End of life 

How long will the 
project be there? Will it 
be removed after? 

Contracts under the E-LT1 are for a period of up to 22 years. The technology is 
designed to perform efficiently for the whole 22-year contract. At the end of the 
project’s life, everything will be removed and the land will be rehabilitated to its 
agricultural use. 

What happens with the 
batteries when the 
Project is removed? 

The decommissioning and recycling of the batteries are a critical piece of BESS 
projects to assure environmental responsibility. A decommissioning plan will be 
prepared before the decommissioning of the Project to identify the best way for 
recycling the batteries. We will take advantage of the recycling technology that will 
continue to improve over the next 20 years, and will comply with the applicable 
regulations at that time. 

 



 

CONCLUSION 

Kruger Energy and Innergex Renewable Energy are committed to promoting an open, 

inclusive, and transparent public engagement process. We welcome all residents to contact 

us with questions or concerns, and we will endeavour to answer them as soon as possible.  

Many of the questions from the public were addressed by the Proponent and subject matter 

experts during the public meeting. This document summarizes the general themes that 

were brought up. More questions will also be addressed in time, as studies are completed 

and Project design is optimized leading up to pre-construction. Continued consultation will 

occur with people from the community to provide as much information as possible.  

Follow up information on the most commonly asked questions will be posted on the 

website and addressed in one-on-one meetings as well as in future public events. We 

envision conducting future Project stakeholder information sessions as the public is 

notified of Project advancement, and ultimately to the start of construction and eventual 

operation of the Project. The Engagement Plan can be found on the project’s website and 
will be updated as the Project enters into future phases of development. 

 

 

CONTACT US 

Please contact the Chatham-Kent BESS Project development team at any time if you have 

questions, comments or any interest in the Project. 

Email: info@chathamkentbess.com 

Phone: 1 855 447-3999 

Website: https://www.chathamkentbess.com/   

 

 

mailto:info@chathamkentbess.com
tel:18554473999
https://www.chathamkentbess.com/


 

 

ANNEX A: PUBLIC MEETING PANELS
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ABOUT  

KRUGER ENERGY
Established since 2004, Kruger Energy develops, builds and manages a portfolio  

of renewable energy assets that contributes to the economic growth and well-being  

of our host communities. 

MAJOR 

INDEPENDENT 

power producer 

of renewable  

energy

5 TYPES OF 

RENEWABLES: 

wind energy, 

hydroelectricity, 

biomass 

cogeneration, 

solar & storage

46 FACILITIES 

 in Canada,  

the U.S. and 

Guatemala

OVER 1 GW  

OF PROJECTS  

under  

development

ANNUAL 

PRODUCTION:

2,750 GWh

INSTALLED 

CAPACITY:

650 MW

80+  

employees
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KRUGER ENERGY

SECTORS

SOLAR

10 MW

WIND

325 MW

BIOMASS

115 MW

HYDRO

195 MW

ENERGY STORAGE

5 MW
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KRUGER ENERGY 

CAPACITY

QUEBEC 
2 Wind farms (124 MW)
1 Hydro power plant (9.9 MW)
1 Biomass cogeneration  
power plant (23 MW)

BRITISH COLUMBIA
1 Hydro power plant (22 MW)
1 Biomass cogeneration  
power plant (75 MW)

NEWFOUNDLAND  

AND LABRADOR 
2 Hydro power plants (129.5 MW)
1 Cogeneration power plant (17.6 MW)

MAINE & MASS 
15 Hydro power plants (11.45 MW - ME)
1 Battery Storage project  (2 MW - MA)

ONTARIO 
2 Wind farms (200.6 MW)
1 Battery Storage project (1 MW)

RHODE ISLAND 
1 Hydro power plant (2 MW)

NEW YORK 
7 Hydro power plants (15 MW)
3 Battery Storage projects (1 MW)

VIRGINIA 
4 Hydro power plants (7.25 MW)

NORTH CAROLINA 
2 Solar projects (1.5 MW)

GUATEMALA 
1 Solar project (8.3 MW)
(not on the map)

101.2 MW
Kruger Energy  
Port Alma L.P.

Port Alma, ON

99.4 MW
Kruger Energy 

Chatham L.P.
Chatham, ON

100 MW
Kruger Energy  
Montérégie L.P.
Montérégie, QC

22.0 MW
Hydroelectricity 
Project Zeballos
Vancouver Island, BC

24.0 MW
Des Cultures  

Renewable Energy L.P. 
Montérégie, QC
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ABOUT

INNERGEX
Innergex Renewable Energy is a Canada-based 

renewable energy company that develops, acquires, 

owns and operates hydroelectric, wind, solar  

and energy storage facilities.

Founded in 1990, Innergex conducts operations  

in Canada, the United States, France and Chile,  

and its mission is to build a better world with  

renewable energy.

Glen Miller, an 8 MW run-of-river hydroelectric facility  

on the Trent River near Trenton.
Stardale, a 27 MW solar photovoltaic facility in St. Eugene  

near Hawkesbury.
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ABOUT

INNERGEX

FOUNDED IN 1990, INNERGEX HAS BEEN ACTIVE IN ONTARIO SINCE 1999.
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ABOUT

INNERGEX

KEY FIGURES

BUILDING A BETTER WORLD WITH RENEWABLE ENERGY
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BATTERY ENERGY 

STORAGE SYSTEM 

TECHNOLOGY  

WHAT IS A BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM (BESS)?

HOW DOES A BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM WORK?

CHARGINGDISCHARGING

Electricity  

is drawn from  

the grid

Grid energy  

is stored into  

the batteries

That electricity 

passes through  

the substation 

and is converted 

to a lower 

voltage

Inverters convert 

the alterning 

current (AC) 

electricity into 

direct current 

(DC)

Grid energy 

stored in the 

batteries is 

discharged

The electricity  

is then injected 

into the grid

Inverters convert 

the direct current 

(DC) electricity  

into alterning 

current (AC)

The electricity  

is harnessed at 

the substation 

and converted to 

a higher voltage

1 4

4 1

2 3

3 2
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BATTERY ENERGY 

STORAGE SYSTEM 

SAFETY
LFP – A SAFER BATTERY CHEMISTRY

– Use of the most secure technology in the market – Lithium Iron Phosphate or LFP

– High level of safety with excellent lifespan

– Use of abundant non-toxic materials (Iron and Phosphate)

– Very tolerant to mechanical abuse (does not explode or catch fire when perforated)

– Less subject to thermal-runaway with extremely low temperature increase

WHAT IS ‘‘THERMAL-RUNAWAY’’?

Thermal runaway is one of the primary risks related to lithium-ion batteries.  

It is a phenomenon in which the lithium-ion cell enters an uncontrollable,  

self-heating state. 

Specific energy

Performance

Life 
span

Safety

Cost
Specific
power
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BATTERY ENERGY 

STORAGE SYSTEM 

SAFETY

SAFETY STANDARDS AND REGULATIONS

All the equipment used will respect all the current industry standards and regulations:

– NFPA 855 “Standard for Installation  

of Stationary Energy Storage Systems”

– NFPA 70E “Standard for Electrical  

Safety in the Workplace”

– NFPA 69 “Standard on Explosion 

Prevention Systems”

– ICC IFC International Fire Code

– UL9540 “Standard for Storage  

Systems and Equipment”

– UL9540A “Test Method for Evaluating 

Thermal Runaway Fire Propagation  

in Battery Energy Storage Systems”

– UL1973 “Standard for Batteries for  

Use in Stationary, Vehicle Auxiliary  

Power and LER Applications”

– IEC 62619 “Safety requirements  

for secondary lithium cells and  

batteries for use in industrial 

applications”

– UN/DOT 38.3 “Transportation Testing  

for Lithium Batteries”

Non-exhaustive list of applicable standards and regulations
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BATTERY ENERGY 

STORAGE SYSTEM 

SAFETY

SAFETY IN THE DESIGN

– Adequate equipment selection, engineering and safety measures  

to ensure risks are properly mitigated

– Application of higher than recommended separation distances between battery 

containers and other equipment to avoid propagation in case of an incident 

– Batteries installed in self-contained National Electrical Manufacturers  

Association (NEMA) container enclosures, including monitoring, safety  

and thermal conditioning systems

– Project specific Emergency Response Plan with the local fire department  

and training provided during development and operation
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BATTERY ENERGY 

STORAGE SYSTEM 

SAFETY
SAFETY SYSTEMS FOR FIRE PREVENTION AND MITIGATION

– 24/7 remote system monitoring both at the battery and system levels

– Fire, Gas and Smoke detectors installed in each container

– Automatic Fire Suppression systems

– Automatic ventilation system to avoid concentration of gases inside the container  

in the unlikely event of a thermal-runaway, with autonomous power  

and fail-safe venting opening in case of power loss

– Fire Alarms and Fire Control Panel to monitor the entire site

Fire, Smoke and  

Gas detectors

Aerosol fire 

suppression 

system

Active 

ventilation 

system

Fire alarms  

and Fire  

Control Panel
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PROJECT

CONTEXT

IESO FORECASTS EMERGING ELECTRICITY DEMAND

Increasing demand

– Population growth

– Electrification of certain sectors and vehicles

– Economic growth, including in the mining, industrial, and agricultural sectors

Decreasing supply

– Retirement of the Pickering Nuclear Plant

– Refurbishment of other nuclear generating units

– Expiring contracts for existing facilities

IESO PROCUREMENT

Long-Term Request for Proposals

– 2,500 megawatts

– Projects in operation in 2027

Expedited Long-Term Request for Proposals

– 1,500 megawatts, including 900 megawatts from BESS

– Projects in operations starting in May 2025

Projects must:  

1) be larger than 5 megawatt

2) deliver continous electricity for at least 4 hours

REGULATORY COMPLIANCE

The Project will be designed to comply with federal, provincial  

and local requirements, including:

– Species at Risk and wildlife habitats

– Wetlands and watercourses

– Cultural and archaeological resources

– Regulatory noise limits

– Setbacks from exististing infrastructures

– Safety

– Zoning by-law
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ANNEX B: PUBLIC MEETING PHOTOS



 

 



 

ANNEX C: PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
CHATHAM-KENT BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM PROJECT 

 
NOTICE OF COMMUNITY PUBLIC MEETING 

 

Kruger Energy L.P. and Innergex Renewable Energy Inc. are developing the Chatham-Kent Battery Energy Storage 

System (CK-BESS) project located in the Municipality of Chatham-Kent, Ontario, in response to the Independent 

Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) expedited request for proposals (the “E-LT1 RFP”). This program was launched 

to address regional electricity system needs, driven by increasing demand, the retirement of the Pickering nuclear plant, 

the refurbishment of other nuclear generating units, as well as expiring contracts for existing facilities. 

The proposed 145 MW BESS project will be sited on approximately 5.7 hectares of private land, located approximately 

7.5 km east of Tilbury, near the intersection of Finn line and Pollard Line. 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY PUBLIC MEETING INFORMATION 

Date: Friday, January 27, 2023 

Time: 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Location: Ryder Hall - Tilbury Arena - 49 Bond Ave, Tilbury, ON N0P 2L0 

PROPONENT: Kruger Energy L.P. and Innergex Renewable Energy Inc. 

NAME OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT: Chatham-Kent Battery Energy Storage System (CK-BESS) 

 

This public meeting is being held as part of the early community engagement requirements for the E-LT1-RFP. 

Proponent representatives will be available to discuss the project. Should it be awarded a contract by the IESO, the 

Proponent will work on obtaining all required environmental and municipal authorizations to build and operate this 

battery energy storage system project, while pursuing its engagement efforts with the community to share project 

information and updates. All updates and resources will also be available on the dedicated website: 

www.chathamkentbess.com.  

 

If you cannot attend the event or if you have any questions, please contact us at 1 (855) 447-3999 or by email at 

info@chathamkentbess.com. We look forward to meeting with you to discuss about the project and its benefits. 

file://///kruger.com/GROUPS/CRP/PR/SECTEUR_2_ENERGIE/_Stockage%20d'énergie/Chatam%20Kent%20BESS/Public%20Meeting/Notice/www.chathamkentbess.com
mailto:info@chathamkentbess.com


 

ANNEX D: PUBLIC MEETING BROCHURE 

  



The Chatham-Kent Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) project is being 

developed in the municipality of Chatham-Kent, Ontario.

It will be submitted into the Independent Electricity System Operator’s (“IESO”) 

Expedited Long-Term Request for Proposals (“E-LT1 RFP”). Ontario is entering 

a period of emerging electricity system needs, driven by increasing demand, 

the retirement of the Pickering Nuclear Plant, the refurbishment of other nuclear 

generating units, as well as expiring contracts for existing facilities.

CHATHAM-KENT 

BATTERY ENERGY 

STORAGE SYSTEM

Project information,  

updates and resources  

are available on the 

project website: 

chathamkentbess.com

CHATHAM-KENT  

BATTERY ENERGY  

STORAGE SYSTEM

The proposed 145 MW BESS 
project will be sited on 
approximately 5.7 hectares of 
private land, located approximately 
7.5 km east of Tilbury, near the 
intersection of Finn Line and  
Pollard Line.

It will have the 
capacity to provide up  
to 145 megawatts (MW)  
of energy into the electrical grid 
over 4 hours (580 MWh).

The project is being  
designed based on environmental 
studies, regulatory requirements 
and in consultation with local 
stakeholders and the community.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT US AT  
1 (855) 447-3999 or by email at info@chathamkentbess.com.
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WHAT IS A BESS?

A BESS is a type of energy storage system. It consists of batteries that are connected to the electrical grid 

so that excess energy can be stored and drawn when needed. Typically, a BESS consists of battery units, 

inverters, medium-voltage transformers and a collection system, a substation, an auxiliary power system,  

and a control building.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF A BESS?

– Improved grid reliability by smoothing out voltage fluctuations; 

– Provides backup power during outages or extreme weather events; 

– New tax revenue for the Municipality.

CHARGINGDISCHARGING

Electricity  

is drawn from  

the grid

Grid energy  

is stored into  

the batteries

That electricity 

passes through  

the substation 

and is converted 

to a lower 

voltage

Inverters convert 

the alterning 

current (AC) 

electricity into 

direct current 

(DC)

Grid energy 

stored in the 

batteries is 

discharged

The electricity  

is then injected 

into the grid

Inverters convert 

the direct 

current (DC) 

electricity  

into alterning 

current (AC)

The electricity  

is harnessed at 

the substation 

and converted 

to a higher 

voltage

1 4

4 1

2 3

3 2

Land Use:

The Project will occupy 

approximately 5.7 hectares of 

private agricultural land. The Project 

will be designed to minimise the 

footprint and to avoid all sensitive 

areas. At the end of its life, the 

Project will be removed and 

the area will be returned to its 

agricultural use.

Noise:

A BESS produces sound similar  

to electrical substations. Measures 

will be implemented to limit the 

propagation of sound and potential 

impacts on the community. The 

project will be designed to comply 

with applicable noise regulations.

Visual:

BESS sizes vary by manufacturer 

and technology type. Generally, 

the containers are about 9 feet 

tall, about 20 feet long and about 

12 feet wide. Acoustic walls and 

vegetation screens will reduce 

the Project’s visual presence.

Wildlife:

As the site consists of 

agricultural land, the presence of 

wildlife is limited. Environmental 

studies will be completed to fully 

understand the site and ensure 

that no critical wildlife habitat is 

affected. Federal and provincial 

agencies will be consulted for 

their input.

Safety:

Emergency situations with  

BESS are rare. These batteries 

are very safe and have protocols 

and maintenance standards 

to ensure safe and efficient 

operation. We will work with 

the first responders and local 

fire department to ensure they 

have the necessary technical 

information, training and 

equipment to respond to 

emergency situations.

WHAT ARE THE POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND HOW ARE THEY MITIGATED?
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RYA N  T U M I LT Y

O T T A W A  Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau has agreed to a long de-
manded meeting with provincial 
premiers to talk about health-care 
funding.

Trudeau announced Wednesday 
morning he had invited premiers 
to Ottawa on Feb. 7 for a “work-
ing meeting.” Trudeau has been 
in Hamilton, Ont., this week for 
meetings with his cabinet, ahead of 
a return to Parliament next week.

Trudeau said the meeting with 
premiers is about finding a way to 
address the real issues.

“It’ll be a good moment for us 
to gather but we’re not going to 
be signing deals on that particu-
lar moment.” Intergovernmental 
Affairs Minister Dominic LeBlanc 
said later in the day he hopes the 
meeting next month will lead to 
solid agreements quickly. He said 
he is conscious that both the fed-
eral government and the provinces 
have budgets coming up.

“We would hope to have an 
agreement before the budget is 
even tabled,” he said.

Premiers have been demanding 
a meeting with Trudeau for more 
than a year to discuss health-care 
funding. The provincial leaders 
want Trudeau to significantly raise 
the amount of money the federal 
government contributes to 35 per 
cent of health-care costs.

The federal government argues 
it already provides that through 
tax-point transfer agreements, but 
the provinces want an increase in 
the Canada health transfer. Meet-
ing their target would cost the fed-
eral treasury $28 billion.

Trudeau said there are other 
issues at play, including staffing 
shortages, support for mental 
health and better data sharing.

“Let’s be clear, providing money 
is certainly part of the solution and 
we will do that. But funding alone 
won’t solve the issues that we’re 

seeing.”
The federal Liberals have insist-

ed that in exchange for the fund-
ing boost the provinces commit to 
data sharing, and better recruiting 
and accountability. Trudeau said 
he wants a deal that noticeably 
improves the system.

“Canadians need to see improve-
ments, better results and outcomes 
including timely active access to 
family doctors, no matter where 
you live, a strong and sustainable 
health workforce, access in a time-
ly fashion to better mental health 
care and access to digital health 
information that follows them to 
any health professional,” he said.

A source familiar with the feder-
al government’s position said it is 

looking at a 10-year deal and Otta-
wa is prepared to put more money 
on the table, but the source would 
not provide a dollar figure.

Even under the existing formula, 
health-care transfers will rise this 
year because they are tied to eco-
nomic growth; they are expected to 
rise to just shy of $50 billion.

The source said the talks seemed 
stalled as recently as last fall, but 
premiers have indicated they were 
more open to some of the Liberals’ 
strings, including better data col-
lection, a focus on recruiting more 
workers and accountability about 
how the money is spent.

The negotiations will aim to 
create a global agreement with all 
provinces, the source said, but will 

also allow for individual arrange-
ments with provinces where nec-
essary to focus on specific areas.

Ontario Premier Doug Ford wel-
comed the news.

“We have a lot to discuss, includ-
ing making sure the federal gov-
ernment properly funds the health 
care people rely on. When Team 
Canada works together, there’s 
nothing we can’t do.”

Manitoba Premier Heather Ste-
fanson, the current chair of the 
council of the federation, said she 
was hopeful even if they had little 
detail from the government.

“We still don’t have any actual 
federal proposals, but I’m cau-
tiously optimistic ...”
Postmedia Network

Trudeau, premiers expected  
to meet for health talks

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau will meet with premiers in Ottawa on Feb. 7 for health-care funding talks.  N I C K 

I WA N YS H Y N / T H E  C A NA D I A N  P R E S S

T R I S T I N  H O P P E R

Hamilton, Ont., has become the 
scene of large, chaotic demonstra-
tions in recent days as protesters 
convened to target a retreat by the 
cabinet of Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau.

From Monday to Wednesday, the 
39-member cabinet gathered in the 
Ontario city in advance of the re-
sumption of parliamentary sittings 
next week.

The ministers were met Monday 
by a “slow roll” of about 100 cars 
honking horns and flying flags on 
the street in front of the Sheraton 
Hotel hosting the retreat. A large 
crowd also flanked both sides of the 
street outside a Royal Canadian Le-
gion in nearby Stoney Creek, where 
Trudeau had been rumoured to be 
planning an appearance.

And on Tuesday night, a crowd of 
several dozen carrying flags and air 
horns pressed against the windows 
of the Earth to Table Bread Bar, a 
downtown restaurant where cab-
inet members were inside eating 
dinner.

After the meal, RCMP security 
and Hamilton police formed a tight 
cordon around the prime minister 
as he walked into the crush of pro-
testers and back toward the Sher-
aton Hotel.

A video of the chaos posted to 
social media by reporter Harrison 
Faulkner has now been viewed more 
than 1.2 million times. Trudeau can 
be seen smiling and waving as he’s 
barraged by obscenities and cries 
of “traitor.”

Moving the prime minister out 
of the building had required a bit of 
sleight-of-hand on the part of secu-
rity. Officers had moved the prime 
minister’s official motorcade to the 
restaurant’s back door to divert the 
main body of the protest crowd — 
and then slipped Trudeau out the 
front door on foot.

“We’re not going to let a handful 
of angry people interfere with the 
democratic process,” was Trudeau’s 
reaction at a Wednesday press 
event.                    Postmedia Network

Angry protests 
target Liberal 
cabinet retreat

CHATHAM-KENT BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM

INVITATION – COMMUNITY

PUBLIC MEETING

FOR ANY QUESTION ABOUT THE PUBLIC INFORMATION SESSION OR THE PROJECT,

please contact us at 1 (855) 447-3999 or by email at info@chathamkentbess.com.

The Community of Chatham-Kent is invited to a public information meeting to discuss

the Chatham-Kent Battery Energy Storage System (CK-BESS) project, which is being

developed by Kruger Energy L.P. and Innergex Renewable Energy Inc.

The 145 MW project, located in the Municipality of Chatham-Kent, Ontario, would be sited

on approximately 5.7 hectares of private land, located approximately 7.5 km east ofTilbury,

near the intersection of Finn Line and Pollard Line.

To learn more about
the project, citizens
can attend the community
public meeting:

Date:

Friday, January 27, 2023

Time:

5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Location:

Ryder Hall -Tilbury Arena

49 Bond Ave,Tilbury, ON N0P 2L0

www.chathamkentbess.com
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By Ryan Percy

The golden arches have lit up in Tilbury.

With their grand opening on January 11, the 

team at Tilbury’s new McDonalds have finally 

opened the doors. Now residents of Tilbury 

can enjoy hot salted fries and juicy burgers 

while on the go.

This newest McDonald’s franchise is the 

twelfth put in across Southern Ontario by Jason 

Trussell, president of JnJ Foods Inc.

For him, the main goal of opening new 

restaurants is to give back to the community 

in different ways.

“We want to make sure we’re part of the fab-

ric of the community we operate in,” Trussell 

said. “It’s going to be a year of firsts as we figure 

out the Tilbury community, but we’re looking 

forward to it.”

The first way they are giving back is 

through offering jobs in the community. 

Approximately 90 positions have been filled 

as of the opening. Trussell plans to have the 

location staffed by 110 to 120 workers when 

it is up in full swing.

The second is through fundraising, some-

thing they have already started doing to give 

back to the community.

“We’re working with Ashley’s place,” Trussell 

said. “We’re donating one dollar from every Big 

Mac sold for the first three weeks we’re open.”

The ribbon cutting ceremony was filled 

with cheers as Trussell was joined by Mayor 

Canniff to heft the giant scissors. With a 

snip of the ribbon held by Grimace and 

the Hamburglar the location was officially 

opened.

While the air was electric with joy, Mayor 

Canniff said the grand opening marks more 

to come for Tilbury and the region.

“I had all sorts of people going gaga over 

the fact Tilbury was getting a McDonald’s,” 

Mayor Canniff said. “When a McDonald’s 

opens, other things start coming and Tilbury 

and Chatham-Kent is a growing community, 

so it means a lot.”

With dreams of hot burgers and milkshakes 

in the future it seems everyone is wishing the 

best for the new golden arched franchise in 

Tilbury.

“I hope this location does beyond their wild-

est dreams and expectations,” Mayor Canniff 

said. “If McDonald’s succeeds Chatham-Kent 

will succeed.”

McDonald’s Open for Business
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CK approaching unwelcomed milestone

By Bird Bouchard

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

As two COVID-19 outbreaks at Cha-

tham-Kent’s hospital are now declared over, 

a new outbreak has been declared.

According to the Chatham-Kent Health 

Alliance, seven cases of health-care acquired 

COVID-19 have been identified in the Complex 

Continuing Care Unit, located on the fourth 

floor of the hospital’s Chatham site.

As a result, Chatham-Kent Public Health 

declared an outbreak in the unit on Jan. 9.

An outbreak also remains in effect in the 

Rehabilitation Unit at the Chatham site.

The two other COVID-19 outbreaks in 

the hospital’s Medicine A and B units, which 

were declared on Dec. 30, 2022, have now 

been declared over. However, there were also 

three new outbreaks reported, including the 

Chatham-Kent Health Alliance rehabilitation 

unit, Hudson Manor in Tlibury and Blenheim 

Community Village.

A total of 54 new cases of the virus were 

reported in the municipality, which is the 

highest weekly average in more than a month. 

The daily average of new cases sits at eight 

new cases.

“The hospital remains a safe place to receive 

care,” CKHA said in a news release. 
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